
Middle / 
Secondary 

Assessment

October 23th, 
2020



Session Objectives:

● Reflection on a year of 
assessment

● Delving into the scale

● Next steps with assessment



The beauty of a tree 
lies in its branches 
but its strength lies 

in its roots





Emerging I need a great deal of assistance to….
I have difficulty with…..



Emerging I need a great deal of assistance to….
I have difficulty with…..

● shows some understanding of…
● is beginning to…
● may be able to…
● is starting to…
● requires support to… 
● is not yet able to… 
● does not yet…
● needs a great deal of assistance 

to…

● seldom… 
● has not yet demonstrated… 
● with direct support…. 
● rarely… 
● has difficulty with… 
● struggles to…
● has a limited understanding of…



Emerging I need a great deal of assistance to….
I have difficulty with…..

● These students struggle significantly with academic skills. 
● They need continued and intensive support to interact with 

the material provided.
● This is a sign that further intervention to support the student 

in required.
● May be in one or all areas.
● Specific feedback is required.
● Work habits and behavior are not a factor in this assessment.



Developing I can at a Basic Level…..

With support I am able To…..



I can at a Basic Level…..

With support I am able To…..

● is able to... at a basic level/in 
familiar situations

● with support shows an 
understanding of

● is working on…
● needs reminders to… 
● sometimes… 
● with support is able to… 
● with prompting is able to…

● occasionally is…
● has some difficulty with… 
● is developing… 
● is aware of… but is not yet 

applying independently 
● strives to… 

Developing 



I need a great deal of assistance to….
I have difficulty with…..

● These students are progressing in their learning.
● There are able to understand and complete some tasks but are 

still struggling with others.
● It is important to identify what the student can do and is still 

working towards in order to show proficiency.
● This is a perfectly acceptable place for a student to be, 

particularly early in the year.  
● A developing assessment does not indicate a concern with the 

student’s learning but rather identifies areas for concentration 
and growth.

● It is essential to separate work habits and behavior from the 
students’ academic proficiencies.

Developing 



Proficient I am able to demonstrate…..

I have a solid understanding of…..



Proficient I am able to demonstrate…..

I have a solid understanding of…..

● is able to demonstrate...
● engages in… 
● consistently demonstrates the 

ability to…
● is able to… 
● understands… 
● is competent with… 
● is capable of… 

● demonstrates a solid 
understanding of…

● can describe…with 
detail/accuracy/

     confidence
● demonstrates a comprehensive 

understanding of…
● can independently…



I am able to demonstrate…..

I have a solid understanding of…..

● This student is exactly where we would hope they would be.
● They show a solid understanding of the main concepts and are 

able to complete most tasks.
● The proficient category can seem quite large sometimes so it can 

be helpful to share with students if they have just left developing 
or are approaching extending.

● Students in this category still need to know what areas they need 
to focus on and strategies about how to progress.

● It is important to separate students work habits and behaviors 
when assessing their learning.

Proficient



Extending I am highly skilled at…..
I have extended my learning by…..



I am highly skilled at…..
I have extended my learning by…..

● creatively/insightfully 
applies… 

● is innovative when… 
● shows in depth 

understanding of…
● in complex situations, is 

able to… 
● is strategic… 

● extends learning by… 
● consistently...
● to a high degree...
● is highly skilled at...

Extending



I am highly skilled at…..
I have extended my learning by…..

● We use this category when a student is beyond what we would 
expect.

● This category is not about putting in extra effort and doing things 
“right.”  It is about the demonstration of learning at a high level 
(i.e. a student who appropriate uses sophisticated vocabulary in 
their writing).

● Students in this category still need to know what areas they need 
to focus on and strategies about how to progress.

● It is important that students don’t see extending as unattainable.  
We do want to see the extending assessment used when 
appropriate.

Extending



Middle reporting document link

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pnGIViwZ8dYZgUsWfMDJY9d5pk_88CiZKQv6383zgzk/edit?usp=s


Examining Assessment Practices 



Examining Assessment Practices 



Examining Assessment Practices 



Examining Assessment Practices 



Proficiency Based Reporting

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CJqVAA1rVgd4CVe2zT5WRGrq1esVbnFc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CJqVAA1rVgd4CVe2zT5WRGrq1esVbnFc/view?usp=sharing


Learning Behaviours

Learning Behaviours
Embed anecdotal comments on student learning behaviours using a frequency scale (for 
example: not yet, sometimes, most of the time, consistently).  Report on learning 
behaviours that are appropriate for the student and the context.  The following list of 
learning behaviours is included in the Saanich Schools Middle School Interim template.  

●participates actively in lessons and learning opportunities
●has materials ready and begins tasks independently
●uses class time productively
●cooperates well with others and is supportive of peers
●work shows effort and care
●is resourceful (seeks solutions independently)
●completes assignments and activities on time
●reflects on progress and uses feedback to improve work and set goals


